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Annual message from the Executive Director

To our friends,
It is always a welcome and invigorating task to write this letter. It affords me thd
portunity to look back over a year of growth to see what we’ve done and where
going. It's exciting to report that our programs - Representation, Lawline and M
tion — have all shown an increase in the number of clients served; and our presq
the courts of Tolland, Hartford and Windham counties has improved as well. W
we had to say “good bye” to our half time attorney, we were thrilled to hire a full
attorney, Otto Iglesias, to join our team. With our hope to hire a part time social
worker, we are planning a move to a larger office in Hartford. Located near the
ford court and along two bus lines, we will be more easily accessible to our clie
and their families.

As executive director, | have the privilege of building and maintaining relationsh
with other agencies that provide services to the community. Throughout the ye
have worked with bar associations, child advocacy organizations, legal services
tal health providers, and many other agencies to help improve the quality of the
of the children we serve. | am the grateful recipient of many compliments from
community praising the work of The Children's Law Center.

As we take calls on the Lawline, or receive a referral of a representation case fr
court, it becomes more and more apparent that the need for services like ours i
greater than ever. As long as there is a family who needs our help or a child wh
needs a voice, we will keep working diligently to provide it. The knowledge that
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many people understand the importance of the work we do and support us in ogr mis-

sion is heartening.

Justine Rakich-Kelly

Staff 2001 (as of December 31)
Justine Rakich-Kelly, Esq. Executive Director
Rhonda Morra, Esq.

Judith Hyde, Director of Development
Karen Renfro, Office Manager

Randa Hojaiban, Law/Social Work student
Alan Tracy, Law student

Board of Directors 2001

Elaine Kahaner

Maureen Kirouac

Robert Madden

Edie McClure

Thomas McMillan

Debra RuelVice President
Murphy Sewall

Joyce TrainerJreasurer
Anne Noble Walker

J. Monica Barrett

John Berkett

Donna Bronwell Secretary
Bruce ClementRresident
Jennifer Davis

Jeanine Dumont

Mark Garvey

Raymond Hansen
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Our mission. . .

CLC seeks to protect the interests of poor children in court and
to advocate policies which advance their well being and begt in-
terests.

¢ Legal representation cy for individual children
in family court

¢ Information, advice a
Lawline (1-888-LAW

¢ Conflict resolution for p
cases

¢ Public speaking to develop community awareness and un-
derstanding of children’s legal needs.

¢ Promotion of changes in legal systems and processes to
establish the rights of children.

“Of all the places I've called,
your lawyer was so nice and seemed
to know just what to tell me.”




Court Representation

110 children in 72 cases

Location of Court Hartford | Rockville |Putnam
Number of cases 60 6 6
Number of children |92 9 9

Representing a child in family court entails making an indepen
ent investigation of the case by talking to the parents and othe
professionals, developing a relationship with the child in order
to get his or her view of the situation, and playing an active rolé
at court hearings. The attorney has a key role in fashioning

agreements and parenting plans that are designed to prevent fu-

ture court battles. The child’s lawyer steps in at the judge’s re-
guest at a point in the case where it is clear that the child neeq
an advocate. Sometimes the lawyer ends up being the child’s
ally more or less forever.

CASE EXAMPLE

Eddie, age 11, wanted to spend more time with his father but h|s

mother got so upset that he learned to keep those feelings to h
He was becoming more and more withdrawn, with headaches
stomach problems increasing. The court’s concern about Eddid
to the appointment of CLC. It became apparent that Eddie’s
mother was struggling with many emotional problems that distd
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her perceptions and led her to tell Eddie damaging and untrue

things about his father. Upon the recommendation of our attorfey,
the court ruled that father should return to the home to be primary
caretaker, and the mother live elsewhere, with frequent supervised
contact with Eddie. Although not in our usual service menu, CLC
also provided the court-ordered supervision at no cost to the family
so that Eddie was not cut off suddenly from his mother. CLC if also
finding the child a therapist to help him deal with his loyalty conflict

and all the other issues that make his life difficult

Financial Overview
One mark of a nonprofit organization’s success is how we
its constituents support it and how much it must spend to
erate that support.

REVENUE

Unrestricted

Program Grants 113,743
Program revenue 38,941
Contributions 45,990
Corporate & Community 3,638
Interest 2,911
$205,223
Temporarily restricted $20,000
Nest-egg fund $35,000

Grants received for futurt

EXPENSES

Programs 187,160 (85%)

Management 19,817 (9%)
Fundraising 13,211 (6%)
$220,188
BALANCE SHEET
Cash in bank 80,396
Investments 167,965
Fixed Assets 7,560
$255,921
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Annual message from the President

Dear Friend of the Law Center,

Long range planning impresses funders. No doubt
should. But making promises for the future can't cq
pare with keeping the ones you made for today.

The Children's Law Center is keeping its promises
We promised we would represent a growing numb
of poor children hurt by those who should be helpi
them, and we're doing it. We promised to advocats
them, and we're doing it. We promised to move clg
to them and make our services broader, so we've |
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a second, Spanish-speaking attorney and are moving

to new offices in June. (The new address is 30 Arh
Street. Come see us after June 30.) We promised
find better, broader ways of listening, and our toll f

Law Line (1-888-LAWDOOR) is ringing all the time|.

We won't stop doing these things. We trust you w
keep helping us.

Sincerely,
Bruce Clements
President of the Board

“You are the first .
friendly ear I've found

during this whole or-

deal. Thank you very
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The Children’s Lawline

1709 calls regarding 1972 children

Issues

Custody (47%)
Visitation (14%)

DCF (6%)

Child Support (6%)
Education (4%)
Children’s Rights (3%)
Grandparents’ Rights

Callers

Mothers (53%)
Fathers (17%)
Grandparents (8%)
Children (3%)
Professionals (4%)
Other (9%)
Unknown (6%)

(3%)

Paternity (2%)
Emancipation (1%)
Teen rights (1%)

Ethnicity Region
Caucasian 809 Northeast 212
Black 192 Greater Hartford 395
Asian 11 Northwest 208
Hispanic 139 Southeast 138
Bi-racial 156 Fairfield County 362
Other 10 &New Haven area
Unknown 655 Out of State 27
Unknown 367

What are we finding when we follow up one to three months later?
Lack of representation is a major problem preventing callers from goir
forward with a plan that they think will help a child. While some caller
had found a way to get an attorney, others had not. Callers who had
taken our recommendation to get into counseling reported finding that
very helpful.

“You gave me confi-
dence and direction so
that | knew what | was




Our wonderful donors
who contributed in 2001

$1-$29 contributors
Anna Andrews & Art Wood
Frederick Berrien
Shari Bornstein
Bill Breslau
Katy Bohr & Eric Goldberg
John & Harriet Brubacher
Marsi Callaghan
Lisa Capalli
Edith Cary
Robert Carlson
Phyllis DiCara
Thomas Franz
Gary Friedle
Matt Goetz
Hugh & Betsy Hamill
Maggie Harakaly

in honor of David Ayau
Peggy Hawkins
Francis Helfrick
Betty Heiss
Ann Hodgdon

in honor of Elsa Gassner
Alison Hyde

in honor of Judy Hyde
David Jaffe
Nancy & Theodore Johnson
Elaine Kahaner,

in honor of Steven Kahaner
Ruth Klemens
Doris Lake
Sally Lerman
Margaret Levy
Pat Lockey-Russi
Kathy & Rick Martel

in honor of Miriam
Joyce McKelvey
Carol McMillan
Meccariello &Bornstein
Denise Merrill
Sheila Moses
Jody Newmyer
Don & Brad Noel
Arline & Paul Norman
Priscilla Pappadia
Helen Pearl
Susan & Mitch Pearlman
Margaret & David Picciano
Sandy Plepler

in honor of Debra Ruel

Karen & John Porter

John Post

Jean Richards

Carl & Marion Rettenmeyer
Julia Rosenblum & Leonard Felson
James and Lorraine Rogers
Norma Schatz

Sandy Sergio

Anne Smith

Wunderley Stauder

Martha Stone

Tom & Lee Terry

Anita Varunes

Margaret Vasington

$30-$49 contributors
J. Monica Barrett
in honor of Sgt. James J. Barrett
Paul & Vivian Batterson
Joe Courtney
Ann Kouatly
Ann Livingston
Sue Robinson
Charles & Barbara Straub
Charles Vinsonhaler

$50-$99 contributors
Jeanne Allison

Anita Anderson

Mary Ann Barile

Barlow & Murphy
Malcolm & Susan Barlow
Richard & Sharon Bartlett
CL&P

Suzanne Caron

Melissa Crean

Faccadio & Dorsey PC
Linda Duckstein

Edith Fein

Evelyn Frolich

Carol Gereg

Virginia Gilmour

Tomé& Marilyn Giolas
Mary Gresh

Ray Hansen

Marcia & Brian Heath
Anna Hoberman

Randa Hojaiban

Keith & Marietta Johnson
Janet Jones

“Justine spent as long as we
needed. She didn't act like
she had other things to do.
Then she wrote us a nice let-
ter, thanking us for call-
ing.!”

Foundations

*Budd Family Donor Advised
Fund, Hartford Foundation for
Public Giving

*CATIC Foundation
*Connecticut Bar Foundation
*Greater Hartford Jaycees
*Hartford Courant Foundation
*Pfizer Foundation

*The Rossi Foundation

*SBM Charitable Foundation
*Vanguard Charitable Endow-
ment

“What a great
refuge this place

“You were extremely
helpful. Up until |
spoke with you, |
was stuck and did-
n't know what to

do.”

“You helped me un-
derstand the proc-
ess. I've started
custody proceed-
ings and things

are much better.”

“l want my baby protected and | want to do

it correctly.”




John & Mary Kelling
Ronald & Martha Kelly
Bill & Charlotte Kennedy
Stuart and Robyn Kermes
Maureen Kirouac
Laura Klein
Mary LeConche
Lego Systems
Patricia LeShane
Ken & Peggy Mcintosh
in honor of Helen Armstrong
Leslie Matlen & Fred Bloom
in memory of Philip Bloom DDS
Kathleen Martin
Winfield McChord, Jr.
in memory of Charlotte McChord
Wendy & Jeff Ment
Bobi Molchan & Wayne Holcombe
Adelia Moore
Maureen Mulroy
in memory of Derek Lazor
Eliot Nerenberg
Polly Nodden
Mashantucket Pequots
Robert & Patrice Pfeffer
Charles & Virginia Prewitt
Prudential matching gift
George Rawitscher
in honor of all the children of the world
William & Barbara Rosen
Rogin,Nassau,Caplan, Lassman, &Hirtle
Marina & Alex Rosin
Rotary Club of Coventry
Daniel B. Ryan
St. Mary’s Church, Coventry
Leo& Teri Santucci
Ron Scott
in memory of Kathy Murrett
Hope Seeley
Ethel Sorokin
Barbara Stacks
Catherine Stockman
Storrs Friends Meeting
Virginia Street
Mark Swerdloff
Kerry Tarpey
Times Mirror matching gift
Union Congregational Church, Vernon
United Methodist Church, Putnam
Elliott & Esther Urdang
Vernon Lion’s Club
James Watson & Ellen Lang
Arthur Webster
Martin Wheeler
Diane Whitney
Jacqueline Wilson
Craig Zulauf

Andy & Laura Wyeth
Edward Wynne

$500-$999 contributors
Jeanine Dumont

Rashid Hamid

James Hamlin

Laborer’s Local 230

Susan Douglas Martenson
Tolland Bank

Joyce Trainer

Anne Noble Walker

$1000 + contributors
Anonymous

Arthur Hamlin

Judith H. Hyde

Wally & Chris Lamb

Chris & Becca Martenson
Janis Milroy and Christa Rakich
Pepe & Hazard

Debra Ruel

Mark & Jamie Summers

Thanks also to.....
Anita Bell

Shelby Brown

Jinda Fauteux
Stephen Frazzini

JDB Associates
Michele Palulis
Monica Lafferty Harper
Jeff Cohen of ImageWorks
Brian Heath

Erin Jolley

Helen Armstrong
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Julie Kahaner

in honor of Elaine & Harvey Kahaner
Zoya Kalmanovsky
Robert Katz
Sara Kaplan
June & Henry Krisch
Mary Beth Leonard
Tom McMillan
John McGrath
Winthrop Means
Maura Melley
Jeffrey Mickelson
Lisa Kelly Morgan
Becky & Scott Lehmann
Mass Mutual Life matching gift
Loris &William Masterton

in memory of Jessie Mattbys
David Morse & Joan Hall

in memory of Edna Goodner Morse

Brian O’Connell
Susanna Thomas
Buzz & Cay Parrish
Patricia Perkins
John & Eleanor Plank
Connie Plepler
John Post
Justine Rakich-Kelly
Thomas J. Rechen
Frances Roberts
Elizabeth Robinson
Roisman & McClure, P.C.
Donna Rosen
Mindy Rosenberg
Frank G. Santy

in memory of Kathleen Murrett
Gerald W. Sazama
Cindy Slane
Irving Stolberg
Jean Sziklas
Cecilia B. Taylor
April & Harold Teveris
Mary Veilette

in honor of Justine
Judy Watson
Pamela Wheeler
Christine Whitehead
Karen Zimmer

“Thanks to you, | have
worked out an agree-
ment.”

$100-$499 contributors

Anonymous (2)
Helen Armstrong
Peter Arakas
Maryson Asencio
John & Jenny Berkett
Sara Bernstein
Louise Blaney
Lesley & Fred Bloom
Blanche Brauneck
Frederica Brenneman
Donna Bronwell
Brown, Paindiris & Scott
John & Harriet Brubacher
Roger Bunker
Jack & Bobbi Bynes

in memory of Lillian Pollack
Raynald B. Cantin
Marie Cantino & Peter Millman
Center for Medicare Advocacy
Dabney & Roger Chapell
Chronicle Printing Company
Columbia Congregational Church
Richard Coffey

in honor of work of Judy Hyde
Roberta & Bob Coughlin

in memory of Mabel Dean Miller
Brice & Mary Dixon
Sally Doyen
Peter Dorsey
Barbara DuCharme
Frauenglass &Eisenberg
Joan Engel

in honor of Miriam Engel
First Church of Christ, Mansfield
Judi Friedman
Virginia Fulton & Murphy Sewall
Virginia Gilmour
Rosemary Giuliano
Jane Goldman
Leonard & Joan Greene
Ann Gruenberg
Stephen Hamlin
Carol Hannon
Monica Lafferty Harper
Julie Harris
Francis Hennessy
Jacqueline&Norman Janes

in honor of Joie & Alexander
Jacqueline Jacoby
David Jaworski & Maggie McCarthy




