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B
y B

ruce C
lem

ents

A
 w

om
an w

ith a forehead full of acne scars and a N
ew

 Y
ork edge

in her voice crosses the courthouse floor w
ith her hand out.

“E
rika? I’m

 your law
yer. C

all m
e Jean. C

an w
e talk?”

Y
ou’re fourteen, w

ith a play to try out for (m
aybe), a crazy best

friend w
ith a ton of m

oney, a boy w
ho held your ankle backstage a year

ago w
hom

 you can’t get out of your heart, and parents w
ho hate each other

and w
ant to ow

n you com
pletely.

Y
ou follow

 your law
yer to the elevator, and five m

inutes later you’re
in her beat-up car and she’s asking you w

ho you are and w
hat you w

ant.
W

hy tell her the truth w
hen right now

 all you w
ant is space and tim

e to
figure it out for yourself w

ithout hurting the people you love.

T
he C

hildren’s Law
 C

enter of C
onnectict is the setting of a

w
ard-w

inning author,
B

ruce C
lem

ents’ new
est novel, W

hat E
rika W

ants.  C
lem

ents is the C
hildren’s Law

C
enter’s B

oard P
resident and the 2003 C

onnecticut C
hildren’s A

uthor of the Y
ear.

T
he novel is told from

 the perspective of a young girl about her parents difficult
divorce.

W
hat E

rika W
ants w

ill be released in Septem
ber 2005.  P

roceeds from
 the books’

sales w
ill benefit the C

hildren’s Law
 C

enter.

A
n excerpt from

 W
hat E

rika W
ants:



As Professor Carolyn Kaas of Quinnipiac
University School of Law pointed out in her
presentation at our annual training event for
people working in and around family court,
there is no common understanding in this
country about what a child is. We alternate,

depeding on our need at the moment, between worshipping them
as gods and using them as property. With every appearance
Children’s Law Center attorneys make in court, every brief they
file, every line they write for and appearance they make in public,
even every grant application the Development Director sends
asking for support for our work, we help to bring kids into focus as
individuals with rights who can know their own minds and hearts,
and appreciate their own best interests.

It’s been a good year for the Children’s Law Center. We’ve
added a third full time attorney – may she long be with us – Randa
Hojaiban. Our list of supporters, both individual and institutional,
has grown. OurBoard of Directors has redefined itself, sharpening
its focus.  A novel set in the Law Center, What Erika Wants, has
been  completed and is set for publication in September, we wrote
an amicus brief for the Connecticut Supreme Court, our Children’s
Law Line (1-888-LAW-DOOR), by means of which our staff
provides legal counsel and referrals, exceeded two thousand calls,
and we have begun work on an attorney practice book, Represent-
ing Children in Family Court.

Still, poor and voiceless children continue to be fought
over in family court as if their sole purpose in life was to be instru-
ments of their parents’ hatred and fear of one another. Well as we
have done in the past year, the amount of work that needs to be
done remains huge.

President’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s MessagePresident’s Message

Bruce Clements, President



Legal RepresentationLegal RepresentationLegal RepresentationLegal RepresentationLegal Representation

Over time the courts have changed dramatically
in how they approach high conflict div orce and custody
cases.   Yet the Children’s Law Center remains the state’s
only organization that provides legal adv ocates to
indigent children in these cases.  Because the demand
for this service is so high, continuing to expand the
Legal Representation Program into new judicial
districts remains our organization’ s top priority .

W ith the support of the American Savings
Foundation and the Community  Foundation of Greater
New Britain w e were able to add the New Britain
Judicial District to our service area.  Branching out
prov ed to be a tremendous success.  As a direct result
we were able to increase the annual caseload 30% over
the previous year.  In fact, the program served 198
children in total — more than  ever before.

Distribution of Clients by Judicial DistrictDistribution of Clients by Judicial DistrictDistribution of Clients by Judicial DistrictDistribution of Clients by Judicial DistrictDistribution of Clients by Judicial District

New Britain
32%

Putnam
7%

Rockville
1%

Hartford
60%



In every case our attorneys have two goals:  (1) to
ensure that the interests and well-being of the children
are protected, and  (2) to minimize the conflict betw een
parents.

One way to measure our ability to minimize pa-
rental conflict is to compare the number of motions filed
by parents (or their attorneys) prior to the Children’ s Law
Center’s appointment to the case and compare that to the
number of motions filed by parents after our appointment.
A review of  cases closed in 2004 shows that motions were
reduced by  76% after appointing the Children’ s Law Cen-
ter as GAL or Attorney for the Minor Child.  That achiev e-
ment can be credited to our staff attorneys’ ability to edu-
cate parents about how their conflict harms their children.

Sometimes I wish Sometimes I wish Sometimes I wish Sometimes I wish Sometimes I wish I could just disappear so that I could just disappear so that I could just disappear so that I could just disappear so that I could just disappear so that thingsthingsthingsthingsthings
could calm down. ”could calm down. ”could calm down. ”could calm down. ”could calm down. ”

Chris,, age 6, New Britain area.Chris,, age 6, New Britain area.Chris,, age 6, New Britain area.Chris,, age 6, New Britain area.Chris,, age 6, New Britain area.



Children’s Law LineChildren’s Law LineChildren’s Law LineChildren’s Law LineChildren’s Law Line
For most people, our system of courts

and the legal process are often confus-
ing — even overwhelming.  But for
those who cannot afford an attorney,
services like the Children’s Law Line
are invaluable source of support.

The Children’s Law Line is designed

to be a legally accessible resource for
people seeking information about fam-
ily law , and who are concerned about a
child.  At times, the callers are children
themselves.

Calls come from all over Connecticut,

and occasionally from out of state.  Call-
ers are trying to help children they be-
lieve are being abused.  They want to
know how to revise their custody and
visitation agreements, and collect child
support.  Teenagers call seeking infor-
mation about emancipation, or ques-
tions about giving guardianship of
their child ov er to the grandparents.

In 2004 the Children’s Law Line fielded

2,008 calls, affecting more than 2,123
children – a record year for the legal
help-line.  The program continues to
offer several benefits to callers.  All calls
are answered during regular business
hours.  Simple questions are answered
immediately , and more complex ques-
tions are referred to the attorneys.
There is no cost for the service and call-
ers can contact the office repeatedly
and as often as needed as their case
progresses.
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H. L.,H. L.,H. L.,H. L.,H. L.,
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Issues Discussed by CallersIssues Discussed by CallersIssues Discussed by CallersIssues Discussed by CallersIssues Discussed by Callers

Callers by geographic areasCallers by geographic areasCallers by geographic areasCallers by geographic areasCallers by geographic areas
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1-888-LAW-DOOR1-888-LAW-DOOR1-888-LAW-DOOR1-888-LAW-DOOR1-888-LAW-DOOR

“ You have given me the best and most comprehensiveYou have given me the best and most comprehensiveYou have given me the best and most comprehensiveYou have given me the best and most comprehensiveYou have given me the best and most comprehensive
advice yet of anyone Iadvice yet of anyone Iadvice yet of anyone Iadvice yet of anyone Iadvice yet of anyone I’ ve talked to.  Thank you.ve talked to.  Thank you.ve talked to.  Thank you.ve talked to.  Thank you.ve talked to.  Thank you.””””””

Jim K., 2004 Children’ s Law Line caller,
reasearching the implications of giving his child’ s mother sole custody.



Families in TransitionFamilies in TransitionFamilies in TransitionFamilies in TransitionFamilies in Transition

In January the Children’s Law Center launched its newest program,

Families in Transition, a medication service dedicated to protecting
children from the stress of litigation and parental conflict.  The
program serves low- and no-income families in the Greater Hartford
area

The program combines mediation techniques and a parenting

education component.  Mediation teams made up of legal and mental
health professionals work with parents to resolv e conflicts and
implement new , more productiv e, communication strategies.  Studies
have shown that parenting agreements created through mediation are
longer lasting and more likely to be honored.  In part this is because
the parents have greater influence over the outcome than they would
in a court ordered agreement.

In this first y ear of operation the program has served 24 families,

affecting the liv es of 44 children.

What is the P arenting Notebook?

Educating par ents about how their behavior is har m-
ful to their childr en helps to pr ovide motivation for the
mediation pr ocess.  Communication techniques such
as the “par enting  notebook”  help to minimize con-
flict  and a build a foundation for cooperative par enting.

Parents use the notebook to communiate infor mation
to one another about childr en’s school assignments
and activities, medical infor mation, and other impor -
tant topics.

The technique is pr oductive because it r elays impor -
tant infor mation to each par ent in a manner that does
not pr ovoke an emotional r eponse to either par ty, and
thereby minimizes conflict.  It also shields the childr en
from playing the r ole of “messenger”.



A s Executive Drector, writing my portion

of the annual report allows me to think
about where the Children’ s Law Center is
headed, and also to reflect on those whose
generosity helped get us to where we are
today.

Topping my list of thank y ous is Rhonda

Morra, a former Staff Attorney for the Children’ s Law Center.  In a
tremendous act of generosity Rhonda and her fiancé requested that,
in lieu of presents,  friends and family should make a donation to the
Children’ s Law Center.  It was a very thoughtful gesture.

Special thanks also go to Sharon Dornfeld, Carolyn Kaas, Barry

Armata, Steven Dembo and Campbell Barrett.  This exceptional team
of  family lawy ers authored the Children’s Law Center’s amicus brief
to the Connecticut Supreme Court in the case of Carrubba v. Moskowitz.
We were granted the right to file the brief because of our role in the
representation of children.

We said goodbye to two Board members during 2004:  Jeanine

Dumont and Joyce Trainer.  We miss their enthusiasm and expertise,
but wish them the best in their new endeav ors.  We hope we haven’t
seen the last of them.

Lastly, we’d like to thank Linda O’Connell and all of the Marketing

Department of Robinson & Cole for planning and hosting our Thank
You reception in Nov ember.  We and our guests could not have been
happier with the w ay it all turned out.

I  realize that writing an article like this is a little like giving an

acceptance speech at the Oscars.  There are so many unnamed people
who help make the Children’ s Law Center work and, although I
would like to recognize each and everyone of them that is almost
impossible.  So to those of you who weren’t mentioned above, we’d
like to thank y ou too.  You know who y ou are….and so do we.

Executive Director’s ReportExecutive Director’s ReportExecutive Director’s ReportExecutive Director’s ReportExecutive Director’s Report

Justine Rakich-Kelly, Esq.
Executive Director



2004 Contributors2004 Contributors2004 Contributors2004 Contributors2004 Contributors

$250  to $499$250  to $499$250  to $499$250  to $499$250  to $499

Mr. Michael Cooper
Ms. Laura Grondin &
Mr. Rick Grondin
Dr. David.Jaworski &
Ms. Maggie McCarthy
Ms. Maureen Kirouac
Ms. NancyMcDowell
Atty. Peter Millman &
Mrs. Marie Cantino
Atty. Anne Noble
Atty. Moy Ogilvie
Atty. Debra Ruel &
Mr. Jim Ruel
Mr. Michael Weber
Atty. Arthur Webster
Mr. Bill Wilson &
Mrs. Alison Wilson

$500 to $999$500 to $999$500 to $999$500 to $999$500 to $999

Ms. Donna Bronwell

Mr. Edward Budd
Mr. Bruce Clements &
Mrs. Hanna Clements
Ms. Judith Hyde
Ms. Janine Marcotte
Dr. Chris Martenson &
Mrs. Becca Martenson
Ms. Christa Rakich &
Ms. Janis Milroy
Mr. Jon Sinnot
Mr. Lincoln Thompson, Jr. &
Mrs. Elisabeth Thompson
Mr. Andy Wyeth &
Mrs. Laura Wyeth

$1,000 or more$1,000 or more$1,000 or more$1,000 or more$1,000 or more

Atty. Barbara Aaron

Mrs. Nancy Strini &
Mr. Timothy Strini

$100  to $249$100  to $249$100  to $249$100  to $249$100  to $249

Ms. Mary Abrams &
Rep. Jim Abrams
Atty. Peter Arakas &
Ms. Karen KellermanMr.
James  Bartolini
Atty. Kathleen Bornhorst
Ms. Nadine Brennan
Ms. Beth Bye
Atty. Suzanne Caron
Dr. Michael Cicchetti &
Mrs. Lisa Cicchetti
Mr. Cosmo Corigliano &
 Ms. Terri Corigliano
Mr. John Cummiskey &
Mrs. Kathleen Cummiskey
Mr. Brice Dixon &
Mrs. Mary Dixon
 Hon.Peter Dorsey

Ms. Sally Doyen
Atty. Jeanine Dumont &
Mr. Jeffrey Allison
Mr. Doug Edwards
Atty. Deborah Eisenberg
Mr. Kevin Ferry
Atty. Sandra Gersten &
Mr. Aaron Gersten
Mr. Andrew Gibson
Mrs. Marilyn Giolas &
Mr. Tom Giolas
Ms. Jane Goldman
Mrs. Joan Greene &
Mr. Leonard Greene
Hon. Herbert Gruendel &
Dr. Janice Gruendel
Atty. Monica Harper
Atty. Kara Hart
Ms. Peggy Hawkins &
Ms.  Hilary Lange
Hon. Francis X. Hennessy &
Mrs. Mary Hennessy
Mr. Mike Hirtle&
Mrs. Wendy Hirtle
Atty. Randa Hojaiban
Mr. Lazaro Iglesias, Sr. &
Mrs. Amaryllis Iglesias
Mrs. Jacqueline Janes &
Mr. Norm Janes
Dr. Ronald Kelly &
Mrs. Martha Kelly
Mr. Stu Kermes &
Mrs. Robyn Kermes
Mr. Charles LeConche
Mrs. Ann Leventhal &
Mr. David Leventhal
Mrs. Linda Levin &
Mr. Alan Levin
Dr. Leslie Matlen, Ph.D.&
Dr. Fred Bloom
Mrs. Bobi Molchan &
Mr. Wayne Holcombe
Atty. Rhonda Morra
Atty. Margaret Murphy &
Atty. Michael Gustafson
Atty. Geoffrey Naab
Mr. Adam Olshan &
Mrs. Jennifer Mole Olshan
Mr. Emil Pocock
Dr. George Rawitscher
Mr. John Riddle
Ms. Elizabeth Robinson
Ms. Carol Rollett
Dr. Donna Rosen
Atty. Frank Santy &
Mrs. Patricia Santy
Dr. Gerry Sazama
Mr. Warren Scholl &
Mrs. Nancy Scholl
Atty. Ronald Scott
Mr. Frank Seaforth
Dr. Jerry Shaffer
Atty. Cindy Slane &
Mr. Mark Slane
Mr. Tom Small &

Mrs. Pat Small
Dr. Liza Thayer &
Dr. Jeffrey Zimmerman
Ms. Margaret Vincent
Mr. Fred Ward
Atty. Martin Wheeler &
Ms. Deborah Ferrari
Mrs. Diane Whitney &
Mr. Gary Whitney
Ms. Nicole Wilson
Ms. Tracey Wilson

Up to $99Up to $99Up to $99Up to $99Up to $99

Mrs. Annamarie Andrews &
Mr. Art Wood
Ms. Helen Armstrong
Atty. Caryl  Balskus-Kelly
Ms. Monica Barrett
Mr. Ryan Barry &
Mrs. Lisa Barry
Mr. Paul Batterson &
Mrs. Vivian Batterson
Atty. Teri Bayer
Dr. Fred Beardsley &
Mrs. Mary Beardsley
Atty. Sara Bernstein &
Hon. Joseph Shortall
Dr. Frederick Berrien &
Mrs. Virginia Berrien
Ms. Ann Bobbitt &
Mr. Peter Strube
Ms. Katie Bohr &
Mr. Eric Goldberg
Ms. Ritamarie Braswell
Ms. Blanche Brauneck
Mr. Bill Briggs
Mrs. Harriet Brubacher &
Mr. John Brubacher
Mr. Mort Cohan &
Mrs. Susan Cohan
Mr. Brian Danforth
Mr. Jack Darcey
Mr. Wendell Davis &
Mrs. Allison Davis
Ms. MaryLou Devivo
Ms. Phyllis DiCara
Ms. Joyce Donohoo
Ms. Linda Duckstein
Ms. Diane Edell
Atty. Edith Fein
Ms. Margaret Ferguson
Atty. JohnGasidlo &
Ms. Barbara Shimei
Ms. Carol Gereg
Ms. Mary Gresh
Dr. Ann Gruenberg, PhD
Atty. Jewel Gutman
Atty. Kate Haakonsen
Ms. Maggie Harakaly
Ms. Betty Heiss
Atty.Paul Heller &
Mrs. Ruth Heller



Mr. Don Hiebel, PhD
Mr. Joe Holmes &
Mrs. Poppy Holmes
Mrs. Katherine Holt &
Mr. Tony Holt
Ms. Betty Hudson &
 Frances Roberts
Mr. George Jones &
Mrs. Janet Jones
Mrs. Elaine Kahaner &
Dr. Harvey Kahaner
Ms. Zoya Kalmanovsky &
Mr. Leonid Kalmanovsky
Ms. Robin Kelly
Mr. Bill Kennedy &
Mrs. Charlotte Kennedy
Ms. Ava Kordansky
Mr. Aaron Koret
Ms. Ann Kouatly
Mr. K. Narayan Kutty
Ms. Rebecca Lamont
Mr. Scott Lehmann &
Mrs. Becky Lehman
Ms. Alice Leibowitz
Atty. Bruce Louden
Mrs. Nancy Lukowski
& Mr. Henry Lukowski
Atty. John McGrath &
Atty. Barbara McGrath
Ms. Madeline McKernan
Ms. Carol McMillan
Ms. Faith Middleton
Ms. Kara Mikulich &
 Mr. Alex Mikulich
Ms. TracieMolinaro
Ms. Mary Lee Morrison &
Mr. Bill Upholt
Atty. Michele Murphy
Ms. Shehrezad Muzher
Ms. Jody Newmyer
Mr. Don Noel &
Mrs. Brad Noel
Mr. Richard O’Neil
Atty. Christine O’Sullivan
Atty. Karen Parris
Atty. Susan Pearlman &
 Mr. Mitchell Pearlman
Mrs. Patrice Pfeffer &
Mr. Robert Pfeffer
Mr. John Plank &
Mrs. Eleanor Plank
Mrs. Karen Porter &
Mr. John Porter
Atty. Justine Rakich-Kelly
Mr. Carl Rettenmeyer &
Mrs. Marian Rettenmeyer
Ms. Virginia Rhodes
Mr. James Rogers &
Mrs. Lorraine Rogers
Ms. Julia Rosenblum &
Mr. Leonard Felson
Dr. Leo Santucci &
Mrs. Teresa Santucci
Mr. Robert Satter &
Mrs. Phyllis Satter

Ms. Norma Schatz
Ms. Janet Sherfinski
Ms. Joan Sinisgalli
Mrs. Anne Smith &
Mr. Winthrop Smith
Mr. Ralph Snyder
Ms. Ann Steele
Atty. Cecilia Taylor
Dr. William Taylor &
Mrs. Bobbie Taylor
Ms. Susanna Thomas
Rep. Jack Thompson
Mrs. Cornelia Tindall &
Mr. Hy Tindall
Mr. Elliott Urdang &
Mrs. Esther Urdang
Mr. Charles Vinsonhaler & Mrs.
Patty Vinsonhaler
Ms. Shannon Wegele
Mrs. Mary Weinland &
Mr. Thomas Weindland
Mr. Jerry Wheelock & Mrs.
Elizabeth Wood
Ms. Kelly Wolfson
Atty. Allison Wood
Ms. Flo Woodiel
Mrs. Beverly Woodward & Mr.
Paul Monsk

FoundationsFoundationsFoundationsFoundationsFoundations

American Savings Foundation
Charles Nelson Robinson Fund
Community Foundation of
Greater New Britain
Connecticut Attorneys’ Title
Insurance Corporation
CT Bar Foundation
Elizabeth Carse Foundation
Ensworth Charitable
Foundation
George A & Grace Long
Foundation
Greater Hartford Jaycees
Foundation, Inc.
Hartford Courant Foundation
Hartford Foundation for Public
Giving
Lincoln Financial Group
Middlesex United Way
NewAlliance Foundation
Ralph L. Rossi and June M.
Rossi Charitable Foundation
Savings Bank of Manchester
Foundation
United Way of the Capitol Area

Businesses & Law FirmsBusinesses & Law FirmsBusinesses & Law FirmsBusinesses & Law FirmsBusinesses & Law Firms

Meccariello & Bornstein
Courtney, Boyan & Foran, LLC
Giuliano & Richardson, LLC
Diani, Conti & Tunila, LLP
Levy & Droney, P.C.
Kahan, Kerensky & Capossela

2004 Contributors2004 Contributors2004 Contributors2004 Contributors2004 Contributors

OrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizations

Center for Children’s Advocacy
Center for Medicare Advocacy
Columbia Congregational
Church
Connecticut Women’s
Education and Legal Fund
Holtzbrinck Publishing Holdings
Limited Partnership
Knights of Pythias, Lodge 61
Laborer’s Local 230
Rotary Club of South Windsor
The Church of the Redeemer
University of Connecticut
League
Vernon’s Lions Club

Law Offices of Kathleen Martin
Brown Rudnick Berlack Israels,
LLP
Law Offices of Eliot J
Nerenberg
Robinson & Cole
Brown, Paindiris & Scott
Law Offices of Christine
Whitehead

In-Kind DonationsIn-Kind DonationsIn-Kind DonationsIn-Kind DonationsIn-Kind Donations

Robinson & Cole, LLC
A&P
Ms. Beth Bye
Thomas Fiore
Hartford Children’s Theatre
Holiday Lanes
Holtzbrinck Publishing Holdings
Limited Partnership
Kosovsky, Pratesi & Company
Levy & Droney, P.C.
Marketing Solutions Unlimited
Atty. Michele Murphy
New Britain Museum of
American Art
Stop & Shop
United Way of the Capitol Area
Ms. Nicole Wilson
Ms. Tracey Wilson

Blue names
Denote 2004
membership in

Child
Advocates

Cirlce
for individuals

giving amount of
$150 or greater.



2004 Board of Directors2004 Board of Directors2004 Board of Directors2004 Board of Directors2004 Board of Directors

Buce Clements, President
Debra Ruel, Vice President

Maureen Kirouac, Secretary
Janine Marcotte, Treasurer

J. Monica Barrett
Donna Bronwell

Leigh Duffy
Jeanine Dumont

Douglas Edwards
Kara Hart

Laura Grondin
Robert Madden

Moy Ogilvie
Anne Noble

Patrick Proctor
Jon Sinnott
April Teveris
Joyce Trainer
Keith Yagaloff

2004 Staff2004 Staff2004 Staff2004 Staff2004 Staff

Justine Rakich-Kelly, Executive Director
Otto H. Iglesias, Staff Attorney

Randa Hojaiban, Staff Attorney/MSW
Shannon Wegele, Director of Development
Kimberly Smith, Administrative Assistant

Karen Renfro, Bookkeeper



2004 Income
Grants $202,849.00
Indivdual &
Community Donations $33,603.01
Fees $60,526.65
Events $940.00
Book Royalties $4,000.00
Other Income $5,246.47
Total Income: $307,165.13

2004 Expenses

Personnel $235,802.15
Non-Personnel $66,828.18
Other Expense $300
Total Expense 302,930.33

Year End Financial ReportYear End Financial ReportYear End Financial ReportYear End Financial ReportYear End Financial Report
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