
A Novel Voice For Children

In September the
newest book by the Children’s
Law Center’s Board President
and award-winning children’s
author, Bruce Clements, was
released.

What Erika Wants is a
young-adult novel told from
the perspective of a teenage
girl from Hartford whose
parents are engaged in a bit-
ter custody battle.

Not unlike the
Children’s Law Center’s young
clients, Erika is torn between
the two most important
people in her life -- her par-
ents.  As her parents’ con-
flict ensues she feels pres-
sured to choose sides.

For those readers with
no first-hand experience with family court or extreme parental conflict,
What Erika Wants is a powerful way to give insight into the emotional
burden that parental conflict has on children.

A gala event featuring a dicussion of the  book between Clements
and Faith Middleton of National Public Radio was held in October.

Special thanks to our top-notch event committee:  Laura Grondin,
Event Chair, Anne Noble, Anne Elvgren, Barbara Aaron, Jaqueline Simard,
Jeff Mickelson, and Bruce Clements.  Thanks also to our special guest
Faith Middleton  f or sharing her talent wi th us.  And last but not least, a
heartfelt thank you to Bruce Clements, whose kindness and generosity
inspire everyone who knows him.

Protecting the Interests of Children
in Family Court

Elevating the Practice of
Legal Advocacy for Children

2005 began with a major mi lestone for the Children’s Law Center —
filing our first-ever amicus brief to the Connecticut Supreme Court.

In Carrubba v. Moskowitz the Court ruled that court -appointed
attorneys in the role of Attorney for the Minor Child have immunity from
law suits brought by disgruntled parents.

The privilege to file our brief was granted
based on the fact that the Children’s Law Center is
the state’s only organization dedicated to providing
court-appointed legal advocates to children in
Family Court.

We would like to acknowledge the hard
work of the following attorneys who helped to re-
search and consult wi th us on the or ganization’s
amicus brief:  Sharon Dornfeld, Barry Armata and
Carrie Kaas.  And an extra special thanks to Attor-
neys Campbell Barrett and Steve Dembo who, representing CLC, drafted the
brief.

Staff attorneys and volunteers have also begun writing a legal practice
book about the representation of children in family court which will be
published by the Connecticut Bar Association.

In 2005, the Connecticut Supreme Court,
quoting a 1988 Colorado Appeals Court ruling,
declared that a child’s attorney must demonstrate
“…a higher degree of objectivity than that of an attorney
representing an adult.”

Being more objective – thinking ahead in our
clients’ long term best interests, which always involves
understanding and helping the parents they love to
become better, more consistent parents – is what the
staff, interns, and volunteers at the Children’s Law Center

do every day.

Elsewhere in this annual report you will see how many children we
serve, how we pay for those services, and demographic data. But numbers
don’t convey the friendly and intense feel of our office, or the passion of
our staff, board, and volunteers.

Walk through the f ront door and you’ll see Hollis, the Administrative
Assistant, having just consulted with an attorney about a question from
someone calling the Children’s Law Line. At desks to your right legal interns
are working diligently to prepare a report for court. In her tiny office
directly in front of you, Shannon is writing a grant application or reviewing
a donor list. Going along the hall you’ll pass Randa’s door, which is closed
because she’s conferring with a client, and Otto on the phone wi th a guidance
counselor, and Karen keeping records for the State. I n the last of fice, Justine
is taking fifteen minutes to go over testimony for a legislative committee
before driving out to Eastern Connecticut for a home visit.

Day to day all through 2005 we worked to mediate, answer questions
of all sorts, gently break the news to moms and dads that, first and last, we
represent their children, figure out where we’re going to put the new full
time attorney, plus the part time social work er, and keep our heads above
water.

Nice work if you can get it.

Bruce Clements
President

                    President’s Message
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Thank you
for your continued

support of the
Children’s Law Center

Enclosed is my
contribution of $_________

Name

Address

City

State, Zip

Phone

Please clip and mail to:

Children’s Law Center
 30 Arbor Street ,South Building

Hartford, CT  06106
www.clcct.org

All contributions are
tax-deductible

Attorney Justine Rakich-Kelly
Executive Director

Payment:

  q Check

   q Credit:   ___ Master Card ___ Visa

Card #

Expiration Date

Name on Card

Families in Transition
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The State of the
Children’s Law Center

Another year has gone by and I have proudly marked my fifth anniversary as the
Executive Director of the Children’s Law Center.

When I first accepted this position, I had very little idea of exactly what I was
getting into.  I thought I knew, but I didn’t know.  When Otto accepted his position as Staff
Attorney four years ago, he had very little idea of exactly what he was getting into.  He
thought he knew, but he didn’t know.  When Randa, who had been with us for four years
as a law and social work student, accepted the staff attorney position, she – still – didn’t
know what she was getting into.  Until you become immersed in the cases and develop
relationships with the children, you just can’t know.

As attorneys, we learned about the court process and preparing a case for trial.
We even learned about working with people and working with indigence.  Regardless of
our training, we were not prepared for the children.  I am not sure that anyone can be
prepared for these children who look to us for help and can’t believe that someone, even
a stranger, wants to know how they are doing and what they need.  There is no way to
prepare for the way these children reach out and touch our hearts with their needs, fears,
and hopes.  The impact makes this work taxing, but it also enhances the reward.

As professionals in the field, we knew about the Children’s Law Center and its
services.  We knew that the community thought highly of the organization and the work
that is done here.  What we were not prepared for was the level of community support
that the Law Center and we, as individuals, receive.   An impressive number of people
support the Children’s Law Center financially as well.

From the courts and court personnel to fellow attorneys and other service providers,
hardworking professionals value our work and support us by offering pro bono services
and by consulting with us on difficult cases.  Individuals, whom we hold in high regard,
honor us by valuing and contributing to our work.   We are truly humbled by the generosity
of the legal and mental health communities.

As part of a non-profit organization, we were prepared to work with a Board of
Directors.  What we did not know was that the board would be made up of a group of
committed and selfless individuals.  When I attend the monthly board meeting I am
overwhelmed by the dynamic and devoted people working so incredibly hard
so that the Children’s Law Center can continue to provide services to children
in the courts.

We are truly grateful for your generous support in helping us to serve
children in need.

2005 2005 2005 2005 2005
Report to the Report to the Report to the Report to the Report to the
Community Community Community Community Community

Children’s Law Center Children’s Law Center Children’s Law Center Children’s Law Center Children’s Law Center

Cover of What Erika Wants © 2005 by Bruce Clements.

Used with the permission of Farrar, Straus and Giroux.

Intimate relationships can be intensely
emotional, and often the end of those rela-
tionships are as well.  Feelings of heartbreak,
betrayal, and fear often become so over-
whelming that two people simply forget how
to communicate with one another.  Having
lost perspective, they are unaware that their
actions have consequences for their children.
These are the families served by the Families
in Transition program.

Families in Transition is unique because
it combines parenting education and media-
tion, two approaches not normally found in the same service.  The
goal of the program is to resolve conflicts, teach parents new com-
munication skills, and build parenting agreements that meet the needs
of the children.

In 2005 the program served 24 families and effected the lives
of 47 children.

You were
able to do
what no

court
could.... help

us to
create an

agreement
we can live

with.

K.B. and A.B.
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Monica C., Children’s Law Line Caller

When Monica became gravely ill four years ago she and
her ex-boyfriend agreed that the children would live with
him.  There were also court orders entered that provided
Monica with scheduled parenting time that included one
weekday and every other weekend.

During those years she was hospitalized repeatedly and
often too weak to visit.  Now, having recovered, she wants
to be reunited with her chi ldren.  Unfortunately, she is
frustrated because whenever she goes to the father’s home
for her scheduled visitation, neither he nor the children are
there.

The attorney explains to her how to file a Motion for
Contempt, but also discusses with her how her children
may be feeling.  Even  though Monica is anxious to become
more of a presence in her children’s lives, they may be
feeling pressured.  She is cautioned about setting her
expectations too high, and they discuss ways that she
could rebuild her relationship with the chi ldren gradually.

The Children’s Law Line is a statewide legal help-line that specializes in family law and children’s rights.  I ssues discussed with callers vary widely, but al l of
them are highly personal and deeply felt.  For someone with no attorney of their own to turn to, the Children’s Law Line is an invaluable resource.

In 2005, the Children’s Law Line assisted 1,565 callers.  Of the 2,174 children whose situations were discussed with callers 43% were under the age of
ten.

There is no fee for the service or limit to the number of times someone can call.  In fact, 22% of callers will contact the Children’s Law Line repeatedly
as their situation evolves.  In a follow up survey of callers, 81% f ound the program to “helpf ul” or “v ery helpful”.  48% r eported that their si tuation had
improved because of the assistance they received.

Issues Discussed With Callers:

$1,000 or more

Atty. Peter Arakas and
Ms. Karen Kellerman
Azul
Berman, Bourns, Aaron & Dembo
Blum Shaprio
Budlong & Barrett, LLC
Filomeno & Company, PC
Laurick Ent. LLC
Louden Legal Group LLC
Mickelson & Jacobs, LLC
Sheila Moses
Polinsky, Santos, Siegel, Polinsky, LLC
Robinson & Cole, LLP
Atty. Debra Ruel and Jim Ruel
Jonathan and Sherry Schreiber
Jacqueline Simard
Nancy  and Tim Strini
Sullivan & Leshane
U. S. Trust
Margaret  Vincent
Virginia Industries
Webster Bank

$500 to $999

Atty. Barbara Aaron
Blum Shapiro
Brown, Paindiris & Scott
Hon. John Caruso and
Mrs. Marilyn Caruso
Diana, Conti & Tunila, LLP
Atty. Jeanine Dumont and
Mr. Jeffrey Allison
Attys. Sandra and Aaron Gersten
Robert and Susan Glasspiegel
Marshall and Fen Green
Hooker & Holcombe
Ms. Judith Hyde
J.J. Landerman Roofing Co., Inc.
Dr. Kimball-Hart and
Hanna Clements-Hart
Laborer’s Local 230
Law Offices of Eliot J. Nerenberg
Law Offices of Howard Lee Schiff, PC
Lockton Companies
Atty. Anne Noble
Pepe & Hazard
Schoonmaker, George & Colin, PC
Capt. Mike Scott
S/L/A/M Collaborative
Jon Sinnot
Charles and Elizabeth Slaughter
Timothy and Geraldine Sullivan
Tobin, Carberry, O’Malley, Riley,
Selinger, PC
Alise Wegele
Whittlesey & Hadley, P.C.
Work Out World

$250 to $499

AFT Connecticut
Andrew Baldassarre
Beacon Behavioral Health Peace
Program
Attys. Scott Birrell and Karen Gersten
Beth Bye
BK & Co.
Carol and Company
Atty. Suzanne Caron
Center  for Medicare  Advocacy
Dr. and Mrs. Cicchetti
Bruce and Hanna Clements
Paul and Martha Clements
Design Forum
Atty. Lisa Faccadio
Laura and Rick Grondin
Atty. James Hamlin
Atty. Monica Harper
Hon. and Mrs. Francis X. Hennessy
Atty. Dennis Hersh
Dr. Don Hiebel
Atty. Norm Janes and Jacqueline Janes
Japanalia
Dr. David Jaworski and
Ms. Maggie McCarthy
K&J Catering Design - Skater’s Cafe
Maureen Kirouac
Letitia’s Closet
Michael McGlamery and
Willajeanne McLean
Middlesex United Way
Peter Millman and Marie Cantino
Mitchell Fuel Co, Inc.
People’s Bank
Philio’s Boutique
Julie Phillipps
Emil Pocock
Atty.  Justine Rakich-Kelly and
Mr. Brian Rakich-Kelly
Norma and Ned Rogin
Savor the Moment Personal Chef
Service
Roland and Sandra Stanley
Storrs Friends Meeting
Rick Terry
University of Connecticut League
Michael Weber
Wentworth DeAngelis and Kaufman
Andy and Laura Wyeth

$100 to $249

Madeline and Michael Adams-Kearns
PK and Phoebe Allen
Armata & Davis
Helen Armstrong
Cynthia Barlow
Monica Barrett
James Bartolini
Matthew and Jeanette Becker
Frederick and Virginia Berrien
Berry Law, LLC
Meccariello & Bornstein
Atty. Courtney Bourns
Francis and Mary Brady
Hon. Frederica Brenneman
Donna Bronwell
Lori Budnick
Atty. Donna Buttler
Atty. Frances Calafiore
David Calchera
Madelyn Cerritelli
Gregory Clark
Cooper-Atkins Corporation
Bob and Wendy DeLisa
MaryLou Devivo
Brice and Mary Dixon
Atty. Sharon Dornfeld
Hon. Peter Dorsey
Barbara and Ray DuCharme
Duell & Reade
Leigh Duffy
Atty. Deborah Eisenberg
Robert and Yola Ferry
First and Last Tavern of Middletown
First Church of Christ, Mansfield
Atty. Ceil Gersten
Ruth Gersten Rome
Andrew Gibson

Legal Representation

The most effective way to create lasting change for our young clients is to educate
parents about how their actions can be harmful to their children.

Caleb  routinely witnessed bitter fights between his par ents.  Naturally, since the
arguments were almost always about him, he felt like it was his fault. Whenever
Caleb’s attorney found out that they had again let him be wi tness to their confl ict,
she would ask them “How did that help your son?” The question was always
answered with silence.

Another time, whi le visiting his father, Caleb told him that his mom decided not to
enroll him in hockey that season.  His father became very angry, and began
dialing the mother ’s phone number so that he could yell at her, but stopped
himself.  He says, “...and then I thought to m yself ‘How will this help my child?’”

Providing indigent children in Family Court with their own at torney continues to be the hal lmark program of the Children’s Law Center.  To date, it is the only
service of its kind in Connecticut.

The Legal Representation Program is designed to serve the most disturbing, extr eme cases that Family Court sees.  The program requires that the f amily
be indigent, and that the conflict be exacerbated by allegations of domestic violence, substance abuse, child abuse or neglect, mental illness, or other
chronic conflict.

In 2005, 245 children were served by the program -- 24% more than the year before.  More than half of the children served were under the age of ten.

Children in these types of extreme conflicts are likely to suffer from depression, a decline in academic performance, sleep disorders, and other maladaptive
behaviors.  The longer the conflict continues, the worse its affect will be on children.  In order to improve the lives of our young clients, staff attorneys work
diligently to change parents’ behaviors.   Only then can we create a lasting peace for children.

The program continues to be highly effective at minimizing conflict on behalf of children, and greatly appreciated by the courts in the judicial districts where
it operates.  Eighty percent of cases are able to be settled without trial or hearings.  Judges also adopted the recommendations of our Staff Attorneys in
98% of closed cases.

Foundations

American Savings Foundation
Asylum Hill Congregational Church
J. Walton Bissell Foundation
Community Foundation of Greater
New Britain
Connecticut  Attorneys’ Title Insurance
Corporation
Connecticut Bar Foundation
Connecticut  State Judicial Branch
Cummings and Lockwood Foundation
Daphne Seybolt Culpeper Memorial
Foundation
Ensworth Charitable Foundation
Fisher Foundation
Fox 61 Family Fund
Greater Hartford Jaycees Foundation
Hartford Courant Foundation
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
The Knox Foundation
George  A  & Grace Long Foundation
Main Street Community Foundation
NewAlliance Foundation
Charles Nelson Robinson Fund
Ralph L. Rossi and June M. Rossi
Charitable Foundation
Savings Bank of Manchester
Foundation
Leonard Troub Foundation
United Way of the Capital Area

Up to $99

Paul and Kathy Amato
Annamarie Andrews and Art Wood
Paul and Vivian Batterson
Albert and Arlene Birrell
Katie Bohr and Eric Goldberg
Atty. Margaret Bozek
Ritamarie Braswell
Blanche Brauneck
Bill and Susan Breslau
Atty. Roger Bunker and
Mrs. Judith Bunker
Kate Busch
Congregation B’nai Sholom
John and Audry Cassem
Brad and Bonnie Collins
Columbia Congregational Church
Michael and Susant Cutlip
Atty. Jennifer Davis
Atty. Steve Dembo and
Mrs.  Amy Dembo
Dr. and Mrs. Dolinsky
Sally Doyen
Liz Drummond
Linda Duckstein
Doug Edwards
Atty. Edith Fein
Rev. Patricia Felletter
Atty. Kathleen Flaherty
Joyce Fox
Gina George
Dr. Joanna Gerber
Carol Gereg
Atty. Rosemary Giuliano
Mort and Irene Glasser
Atty. Matthew Goetz
Anne Goldfield
Atty. Jewel Gutman
Maggie Harakaly and Joel Ayau
Betty Heiss
Atty. Paul Heller and Mrs.Ruth Heller
Mystic Aquarium & Institute for
Exploration
Joe and Poppy Holmes
Dorothy Horwitz
Gary and Karen Hudkins
Mr. and Mrs. Lazaro Iglesias
Edward and Aileen Isenberg
Atty. Jennifer Jaff
Marcia Kagan
Sara Kaplan
Ted Kaplan and Roberta Woronow
Sandy Klebanoff
Dr. Henry Krisch and
Mrs. June Krisch
K. Narayan Kutty
Rebecca Lamont
Ayn and Gary LaPlant
Mary and Charles LeConche
Scott and Becky Lehman
Ann and David Leventhal
Patti Mantell-Broad
Rick and Kathy Martel
Susan Martenson
Loris and William Masterson
Dr. Leslie Matlen and Dr. Fred Bloom
Carol McMillan
Anne Marie and Paul Mikkelson
Kara and Alex Mikulich
Atty. Tracie Molinaro
Andy Moore
Bill and Susan Morgan
Mary Lee Morrison and Bill Upholt
Dr. Joan Joffee Hall and
Mr. David Morse
Atty. Margaret Murphy and Mr.
Michael Gustafson
Sherri  Muzher
Atty. Mitchell Pearlman and
Atty. Susan Pearlman
Atty. Marilyn Pet
Ruth Phelan Twomey
Margaret and David Picciano
John and Eleanor Plank
Karen and Bill Rakich
Carl and Marian Rettenmeyer
Elizabeth Robinson

Special Thanks
The Children’s Law Center gratefully acknowledges the many generous supporters who provided financial or in-kind donations in 2005.

The kind support of these individuals, businesses, and foundations have helped the Children’s Law Center continue to grow and serve
 increasing numbers of children.

Marilyn and Tom Giolas
Gledhill Nursery
Liz Goldberg
Dr. and Mrs. Goldenberg
Goodspeed Opera House
Dr. Ann Gruenberg
Atty. Kara Hart and Mr. Matthew Hart
Hebron Women’s Club
Mike and Wendy Hirtle
Atty. Anna Hoberman
Atty. Randa Hojaiban
Kristine and Peter Holland
Bill Howard and Liz Kaplan
Dr. and Atty. Jacoby
Angela Jalbert
Keith and Marietta Johnson
Suzette Jolly
Jeffrey and Sunny Kagan
Elaine and Harvey Kahaner
Khaki & Black
King Street Church Womens Society
Ronald and MarthaKelly
Bill and Charlotte Kennedy
Eugene and Vera Klein
Gale & Kowalyshyn, LLC
Anonymous
Dr.  Robert Levine and Ms. Julie Ellis
Mary Anne Liss
Atty.  Robert Madden and
Mrs. Doreen Madden
Doug and Margaret Mantz
Anonymous
Atty. Stephen McEleney
Ken and Peggy McIntosh
Mester, Grabow & Miller LLC
Greg and Sharon Mogel
Bobi Molchan and Wayne Holcombe
Atty. Thomas Mooney and
Mrs. Marlee Mooney
Kevin and Linda Mullane
Atty. Colleen Murphy and
Mr. Philip DeFronzo
Atty. Geoffrey Naab
Mary O’Neil
Rochard O’Neil
Atty. Moy Ogilvie
Jonathan and Leslie Olear
Buzz and Cay Parrish
Christine Pattee
Philip David Jewelers
Atty. Brian Preleski and
Mrs. Kimberly Preleski
Charles and Virginia Prewitt
Pat and Linda Proctor
Suzanne Rakich and John Warhola
Dr. George Rawitscher
Karen Renfro
Dr. Ken Robson
Atty. Frank Santy and
Mrs. Patricia Santy
Donna Sauer
Warren and Nancy School
Dr. Murphy Sewall and
Ms. Virginia Fulton
Dr. Jerry Shaffer
Anne and Winthrop Smith
Solomon & Associates Event
Management
Brian and Dawn Summers
Atty. Ed Taiman, Jr.
Atty. Cecilia Taylor
The Toy Chest
The Bushnell
Cornelia and Hy Tindall
Joyce Trainer
Atty. Lynne Ustach
Vernon Lions Club
Shannon Wegele
Mary and Thomas  Weinland
Pam Patridge West
Atty. Martin Wheeler and
Ms. Deborah Ferrari
Atty. Christine Whitehead
Karen and Phil Will
Atty. Jacqueline Wilson
Bevery Woodward and Paul Monsky
Richard and Diane Yanetta

Helping Parents to Focus on Their Children

Hartford

New Britain

Windham

Distribution of
 Legal Representation Caseload
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