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Annual message

Dear Friends of the Children's Law Center,

Poor kids whose futures are in the hands of juvenile courts always
have attorneys. Poor kids whose futures are in the hands of family
courts almost never do. The damage this difference causesisclear,

not only to the staff and supporters of your Children's Law Center, but
to agrowing number of lawyers, legislators, judges, and even warring
parents and guardians.

We take some of the credit for that.
Ten years.

Another ten, even if we grow three times as strong and smart as we
are now, won't be enough to put true balance into the system. But to
judge from thefirst ten years, we know what we need to do. So long
as our friends back us with money and ideas and enthusiasm and time,
it's safe to say that the kids caught in the wars of adultswill have a
better chance at justice and opportunity when we turn twenty.

To those who have helped us get thisfar, thanks.
Bruce Clements, Board President
Justine Rakich-Kelly, Executive Director
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Our mission

CLC seeks to protect the interests of poor children
in court and to advocate policies which advance
their well-being and best interests.

Our services
Legal representation and advocacy for individual children in
family court

Information, advice and referrals through the Children’s
LawLine (1-888-LAW DOOR)

Conflict resolution through mediation for parents in
high-conflict family court cases

Professional education through seminars, mentoring,
and publications

Promotion of changesin legal systems and processes to
establish the rights of children




Court Representation Program in 2002

Court jurisdiction Number of children  Number of cases
Hartford 124 84
Rockville 8 6
Putnam 13 8
Total 145 98

Onechild’'sstory
My client Matthew’ s grades were falling. Heignored his friends and gave up
sportsand music. Hewaslosing weight. He was angry. Matt lived with his
father; his parents were going through a bitter custody dispute.

Everyone thought that he should spend as much time as he could with both
parents — the basic premise being that a child deserves the love and affection

of both parents. Astime went on, Matt’s problems got worse. Toward the end
of each week, Matt’ s behavior would deteriorate. He would start getting sick
to his stomach with worry over the coming weekend. He explained to me that
he just couldn’t stand being forced to spend so much time with his mother.
During every visit, she grilled him about what he wanted, what was going on
in Dad’ s home, and blaming Dad for everything bad that was happening. If
Matt dared to disagree, their conversations deteriorated into screaming
matches, and then silence.

Following the wishes of my client, | made a motion to have the visitation or-
der vacated. At the hearing, histherapist testified about the effect the forced
visits were having on him. The court granted my motion and freed Matthew
from being forced to visit his mother.

This might seem aterrible story with a sad outcome, but what occurred after-
wardsisthe best news. Matthew called his mom to have dinner, which they
did. His mother tried not to ask questions and just have a good time. Matt
asked to spend Thanksgiving with her, and did. Now he sees his mom every
week — but on hisown terms. She has learned how her behavior was hurtful to
Matt. Hisgradesand his behavior have improved. Matt’ s father says,

“1 have my son back again. He's happy and he's doing really well.”

Justine Rakich-Kelly




The Children’sLawLine

Inthefirst year of the Children’s LawLine, wetook 146 calls.
In 2002, we received 1439 new callstouching on the lives of 1949 children.
Adding the 244 repeat calls from previous callers, that comesto 1683 calls.

Callersin 2002 included
738 mothers
244 fathers
98 grandparents
33 children
37 professionals
289 unknown

Gender of the children involved was When you're dealing with

877 males )
994 females your child, you get emo-
78 unknown tional.

Ethnicity of the children was .

' )/1131 whitle W I've called 8 times and
292 black was never made to feel
215 hispanic like “Oh God. She’s calling
175 biracial -

19 asian again.

29 other

78 unknown People were willing to
take the time, every time

I ssuesraised by callerswere
41% custody
11% visitation
8% Dept of Children & Families | You made me feel like
5% education someone is out there on
4% child support .
3% guardianship my side.
2% grandparents’ rights
2% divorce It's been a godsend!
1% paternity
1% emancipation
<1% restraining order Ms. M.M.
<1% adoption March 2003
14% other
7% unknown

I called.




Movingon. ..
Dear Friends,

Thisisit. My last annual report before | retire. Thefirst onein 1993-4 was
onasingle folded sheet of blue paper. It reported expenses of $20,000
and the pro bono representation of seven children by attorneys Debra
Ruel, Deborah Mason, Marianne Lassman Fisher and John McGrath.

| am struck by the way this quote from my first letter still workstoday:

“ Thevisionaries of the Children’s Law Center are hoping for and working
toward the time when: children’ s safety will come before parents' rights...
when all children in contested custody and visitation cases will have law-
yers appointed as soon as any court official or a parent’s attorney realizes
the casefitsthe criteria...when all children in such caseswill have benefit
of a lawyer/mental health teamto represent their best interests...when chil-
dren will have a lawyer advocate even when parents go unrepresented due
to lack of money.”

The letter concludes with my promise to devote all my energy and imagina-
tion to overcoming the obstacles to justice and compassion for childrenin
Connecticut’s courts. Although the goal was lofty, | did keep at it.

How did we visionaries do it? How did asmall grass roots organization
survive and grow and become what it is today—alegal services organiza-
tion with a staff of fivein asix-room office with an annual budget of a
guarter of amillion dollars?

The secret was asking the right people for help.
?72WNho will help me put together a conference on children’srights? |
will, said Judge Charles Gill.
?72Nho will be my legal partner? | will, said Debra Ruel.
?72Nho will help usget some money? | will, said Pam West.
?72WNho will give us aplace to do business? We will, said L eo and

Teri Santucci.

272N ho will help craft legislation? | will, said Judge Frederica
Brenneman.

272N ho will answer the phones and set up the office? | will, said
Carol Geyer.

772NV ho will be our managing attorney? | will, said Garrett Tuller.

?772Vho will be our Board muse? | will, said Bruce Clements — and
whileI’'m at it, | will also wear my wife's black gown and jewelry
and paint my toenails red for the Funky Fashion Show.

2722 ho will be our emcee? | will, said Nancy Wyman.




?  Who will get us computerized and online? | will, said Murphy
Sewall.

?  Who will teach uslabor laws? | will, ssid Anne Walker.

?  Who will do logos and greeting cards for CLC? | will, said Susan Mar t-
enson.

?  Who can bring in a speaker of national prominence? | can, said Elaine
Kahaner.

?72Who will present our caseto the CT Bar Foundation? We will, said
Anne Walker, Debra Ruel, Jeanine Dumont and Bruce Clements.

772V ho will act the Judge' spartin afund raiser? | will, said Barbara
Ruhe.

2772V ho will help us with advocacy? | will, said Bob Madden.

2772V ho will raise more money for CLC? We will, said Amy Brenneman,
her mother, and the Connecticut Women’s Council.

?772Nho will get us started on program evaluation? We will, said Stu Ker -
mes and Joan Greene.

7772V ho can open up our servicesto Spanish-speaking clients? | can, said
Otto H. Iglesias.

?72Who can hold things together when the going gets rough? | can,
said Karen Renfro.

?72WNho will hold my hand, from the first CLC day to my last? | will, said
Donna Bronwell.

PPNV ho can lead CLC in the next decade? | can, said Justine Rakich-
Kelly.

And this does not begin to cover al the people who gave their time, their skills
and their heartfelt support as CLC Board members, volunteers, interns and col-
laborators over these ten years.

With its present excellent staff, attentive Board, and years of experience, the Chil-
dren’s Law Center will continue to speak out clearly for children.

With love and appreciation to every single person who made the vision real,

Judy Hyde
"
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Financial Overview

One mark of a nonprofit organization’s success is how well
its congtituents support it and how much it must spend to
generate that support.

REVENUE

Program Grants 94,940
Program revenue 44,122
Contributions 44,672
Carry over 35,056
Event 8,300
United Way 4,237
Interest 702
Other 4,402

$236,431

Revenue 1993-94 $33,228

EXPENSES
Programs 203,753
M anagement
and fund raising 28,758
$232,652

Expenses 1993-94 $20,860




Our wonderful donors -- 2002
(asterisksindicate donors who are listed in our first annual report)

$1-$49 contributors

Sheila Amdur*
AnnaAndrews & Art Wood*
Paul & Vivian Batterson
J. Monica Barrett
in honor of my son in Bosnia
Mary Bearddey
Anita Bell
Bill Bredlau
Edith Cary
Piotr Chelminski
David Corsini
Kathleen Cummiskey
Mary Lou Devivo
Phyllis DiCara
Joyce Donohoo
Sharon Wicks Dornfeld*
Donna Dufresne
Eunice Edelman
Mort Glasser
Jawel Gutman
LindaHadley
in memory of Paul Veilleux
Hugh & Betsy Hamill
Peggy Hawkins
Betty Heiss
Paul Heller
in memory of Paul Veilleux
Francis Helfrick
AnnaHoberman
Kay & Tony Holt
Betty Hudson
Kim Jacobsen
Lazaro Iglesias
in memory of Jose Francisco Arteaga
Nancy & Theodore Jo hnson
LinneaLoin
In memory of George Lincoln
Ann Livingston
Rebeccal amont
Kathy & Rick Martel*
in honor of Judy Hyde
Sandra McEvoy
Debbie McGeehan
Carol McMillan
Bill Morgan
Sandra Morgan

Pat Morganson
Mary Lee Morrison & Bill Upholt
Ken Neubeck
Jody Newmyer
Don & Brad Noel
Susan & Mitch Pearlman
PatriciaPerkins
Margaret & David Picciano*
Fran Roberts
James & Lorraine Rogers
Charles & Barbara Straub
Karen & John Porter
Julia Rosenblum
Frank Seaforth
Sandy Sergio
Amy Lynn Silverman
in honor of our daughters and
grandaughters
Anne& Win Smith*
Martha Stone
Karen Tedder
Jack Thompson
Nancy Thorpe
Mary Veillette
Joan Walden
Criss Watson
Denise Willson
in memory of James Viccaro
Law Office of James Wing

$50-$99 contributors

PK & Phoebe Allen*
Ron Anderson
Peter Arakas
James Bartolini
in memory of Dan Cardwell
John Berkett
Jane Blanshard
Ann Bobbitt & Peter Strube
Helen Brill
John & Harriet Brubacher
Kate Busch
Jack & Bobi By nes
Terry Cassidy
Thomasina Clemens
John Cummiskey
Wendell & Allison Davis



LindaDuckstein
Jeanine Dumont
Lloyd & Gwen Duff
Deb Eisenberg
Edith Fein
First Presbyterian Church, Hartford
Jm Green
Ursula Haerter
Maggie Harakdy
in honor of David Ayau
Paul A. Heller
in memory of Garrett Tuller,
Arthur Meider
Jessie Cat hy Hitt
my daughter’s 12/16 birthday
Randa Hojaiban
EvaHulme & Les Sweetnam
Keith & Marietta Johnson
George & Janet Jones
Sara Kaplan
in honor of Bruce Cohen
Stu & Robyn Kermes
Mary C LeConche
Becky & Scott Lehmann
Loris & William Masterton
John McGrath*
Jeffrey Mickelson
David Morse & Joan Hall
in memory of Leah Joffe
Tony Natale
Moy Ogilvie
Buzz & Cay Parrish
Hutc Perry
LucilleRirruccio
in memory of James Viccaro
John & Eleanor Plank*
Thomas J. Rechen
Karen Renfro
Elizabeth Robinson
Paul Rochford
Gerard Sazama
Ron Scott
Jerry Shaffer*
St. Mary’s Church, Coventry
Evan Stark
Robert Stevens
Catherine Stockman
in honor of Judy Hyde
SusannaThomas
Margaret Vasington*
in honor of Judy Hyde
Diane Whitney
Law Office of Robert Young

$100-$499 contributors

Anonymous
Ledey Matlen & Fred Bloom *

in memory of Jon Martenson
Mary Bowden
Jolene Bowers
Blanche Brauneck
Frederica Brenneman*
Donna Bronwel I*
Brown, Paindaris & Scott
John & Harriet Brubacher
Roger Bunker
Daniel Cahill
Suzanne Caron
Center for Medicare Advocacy
Rick Coffey

in honor of the work of Judy Hyde
Columbia Congregational Church
Children & the Courts Committee
Sdly Doyen
Douglas Edwards
Ellington Printers
AnneElvgren
First Church of Christ, Mansfield Center
Rose Fowler
Judi & Lou Friedman

in honor of Judy Hyde
VirginiaFulton & Murphy Sewall
Marilyn & Tom Giolas
Jane Goldman
Brad Goodwin
Leonard & Joan Greene
Laura Grondin
Anne Gruenberg
Rashid Hamid
Stepehn Hamlin
Monica Lafferty Harper
Margaret Harris*
Francis Hennessy
Mike& Wendy Hirtle
Jacqueline & Norman Janes
David Jaworski & Maggie McCarthy*
John & Mary Kelling

in memory of David C. Anderson

Ronad & MarthaKelly
Mary Beth Leonard*
MaryLouMayo

in memory of M.G. Mayo
Ken & Peggy Mclntosh
Tom McMillan
Audrey Miller



Faith Middleton

Bobi Molchan

Thomas Mooney
AdeliaMoore

Sheila Moses

Geoffrey Naab

Richard O'Nell

Emil Pocock

Charles & VirginiaPrewitt*
Christa Rakich

Justine Rakich-Kely
$1000 + contributors

Anonymous
Altrusa International
Helen Armstrong
Bruce & Hanna Clements*
Connecticut Light & Power
Arthur Hamlin*
Wally & ChrisLamb
Chris & Becca Martenson*
Janis Milroy
Pepe & Hazard
Rotary Club of South Windsor
Debra Ruel*
Stephen Spare

in memory of Pauline Spare Hamlin
Webster Bank

Donations of Goods & Services
Lego Systems

Marketing Solutions Unlimited
eXtreme printing

Kelly Design Company
Stop’n Shop, Coldhester
Ellington Printery

Savings Bank of Manchester
Shady Glen

Hasbro Games

Helen Armstrong

Jeanine Dumont

Paul and AmaryllisGass
Judith Hyde

OttoH. Iglesias

Jacqueline Janes

Christa Rakich-Kdly

Martin Rakich-Kely

April Teveris

Nancy Tucker

AnneWalker

Volunteers

Jackie Ackeifi

Helen Armstrong
Cindy Guerreri
Randa Hojaiban
Jane Lennox
MichelePalulis
Nathan Rakich-Kdly
Brian Rakich-Kely
Heather Smith
Elaine Thomas-Williams
Susan Warner

Foundations

The Carse Robinson Foundation

The CATIC Foundation

Citigroup Foundation

Connecticut Bar Foundation

The Ensworth Charitable Foundation
The Hartford Courant Foundation
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Lincoln Financial Group

The Fox 61 Family Fund

TheRalph L. & June M. Ross Foundation
SBM Charitable Foundation

The Swindells Foundation

Vanguard Charitable Endowment




