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The Children’s LAW Center of Connecticut

30 Arbor Street, 4th Floor, Hartford, Connecticut  06106

Telephone 860.232.9993      Fax 860.232.9996 

www.clcct.org



WHO WE ARE

REPRESENTATION

· We are a legal aid for children whose parents are fighting over their custody in family court.

· We do NOT bill parents but are paid by the State of CT, Office of the Chief Public Defender.
· We work with a staff social worker to develop parenting plans that are uniquely applicable to each family and child.
· Our social worker identifies issues and makes referrals to parents to improve parenting and strengthen families.
· We help parents understand the effect of high conflict on children.

· We encourage parents to understand the value each brings to the life of their children: both parents matter.

· Our recommendations are child centric, focusing on the unique needs and desires of each child.
· Guardians ad litem (GALs), act as witnesses for the Court, provide recommendations, and testify. (represent best interests)

· Attorneys for Minor Child (AMCs), act as attorneys for the child: file motions, call and cross examine witnesses, and make arguments to advance wishes of the child (tempered by assessment of best interests)

· The judge decides our role, AMC or GAL, and the limits of that role via a court order.

FAMILIES IN TRANSITION

· We are mediators, helping parents resolve their disputes outside of the Court process.

· Via mediation, we educate parents about the effects of their conflict on children.

· We emphasize the importance of each parent in the life of a child.

· We help parents find ways to communicate effectively, staying focused on their children.
· We charge parents minimal costs, via a sliding scale, for mediation services.

LAWLINE

· We provide free access to legal hotline to answer questions about legal issues affecting children: custody, access, support, education, DCF, etc.
· Lines open from 9 to 5 pm; with a break from 1:30 – 2.
WHO WE AREN’T

· We are not private pay attorneys and do not charge parents for representing their children.
· When acting as GAL, we do not file motions, present evidence or make oral arguments.
· We are not attorneys for parents, only children.

Protecting the legal interests of children

